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Patrick O. Connell
1925 Mountain View Orchard Rd
Corvallis, MT 59828
Day phone: 406.375.1814
Cell phone: 406.370.8682
Hm phone: 406.961.5363

22 January 2009

The Hon. Jon Sonju.
Chairman, House Transportation Committee
And Members

Dear Mr Chairman:

I wish to communicate my qualified support for House Bill No. 49, “ An Act Restricting
Use of Electronic Communication Devices in Defined Areas” Virtually everyone can
attest to situations and times that careless or misuse of Cell phones have created unsafe
travel conditions for Montanans. However, without modification of the Bill’s existing
language, the unintended consequences are so great that I must urge its defeat in
committee.

As written, the bill does not limit its impact the Cell Phones, which we all can agree is the
problem. Rather, the bill impacts all electronic devices, including 2-way radio
communications, both commercial and amateur that are currently licensed and regulated
by the Federal Communications Commission. I know, as I have both commercial radio
equipment as well as amateur, since I am Forester & Logging Manager for Rocky
Mountain Log Homes in my day job. As a “Ham”, I hold FCC issued Amateur Extra
Class license WA7PDC. I have been licensed as a “Ham” for 45 years, since I was 14.
Commercial 2-way radio communications are not just limited to Logging, and public
safety, but include County, State and Federal government workers, utilities, and private
businesses.

2-way communications, both commercial and amateur are dramatically different in nature
from cell phones. Cell phones are full duplex in nature, allowing the user to talk and
listen concurrently. 2-way radio communications are simplex, that is, a push-to-talk
microphone is typically used with squelched receiver on a preset frequency.
Consequently, using 2-way radios in a vehicle, the operator need not have to avert their
attention from the road to “see” who is calling, or to activate the system.

The Cell Phone system is such that when a traffic accident were to occur, law
enforcement could readily investigate and produce evidence that a driver had been using
their cell phone at the time of the accident. No such records exist for licensed 2-way
radios. This legislation as written constitutes an implied guilt to any driver of a vehicle




